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News and events of the 
DEKALB CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

Brought to you in partnership with

The best source for DeKalb County  business news.
We’re everything legal and a whole lot more!

Save these important dates for May

On Monday, May 4th, the 
DeKalb Chamber of Commerce 
will welcome Monica Pearson, 
award-winning anchor of Atlanta’s 
WSB-TV as the keynote speaker 
for its First Monday Lunch series. 

Pearson has been a recog-
nized and respected television 
personality in Atlanta for almost 
35 years while serving the Atlanta 
community as anchor for WSB-
TV. During her tenure with WSB, 
she has amassed a collection of 
awards and distinctions such as 
an honorary Doctorate of Humane 
Letters from Atlanta University 
(now Clark Atlanta University) in 
1986 and another from Ogletho-

rpe University in 2007. Since 2002, each week Pearson has 
read to first graders in Atlanta Public Schools through the 
BookPals program of the Screen Actors Guild. She also ap-
peared in fellow Atlantan, Tyler Perry’s movie, Daddy’s Girls. 
Additional accomplishments are far too numerous to name 
in limited print space. Pearson presently serves on the board 
of directors of True Colors Theatre Company, The High Mu-
seum, and the Advisory Committee for the Alliance Theatre 
Company.

Pearson’s captivating smile and engaging presence may 
give the impression that success and longevity in such a 
high profile industry could not have been without its pitfalls. 
Accordingly, Pearson will talk with DeKalb Chamber mem-
bers and guests on the topic of “Reaching the Top: Climbing 
the Corporate Ladder and Breaking the Glass Ceiling.” 

Kim Davis Mitchell, vice president of programs and op-
erations for the Chamber said, “Welcoming Monica Pearson 
as our keynote speaker for this signature event helps the 
chamber to achieve its’ mission to support, promote and 
sustain business development in DeKalb County. She is a re-
spected leader, business person and role model throughout 
Georgia. She has won 28 local and regional Emmy awards 
during her time with WSB-TV and has interviewed such well 
known actors as Matthew Fox of Lost and Chandra Wilson of 
Grey’s Anatomy, as well as former President, Jimmy Carter. 
The DeKalb Chamber is thrilled to have Monica Pearson as 
our Keynote Speaker for our May business luncheon.“

For the event, the DeKalb Chamber has partnered with 
Dress for Success Atlanta, a nonprofit organization founded 
in New York in 1997 whose mission is to offer economic 
independence to disadvantaged women by providing pro-
fessional attire, a network of support and the career develop-
ment tools to help women thrive in work and in life. Success 
Atlanta has helped more than 1,700 women take the first 
steps to success by offering continuous support as these 
women made transitions into new lives. Dress for Success 
clients receive one suit for a job interview and can return for 
a second suit or separates when they find work. 

A wish list of items needed by Dress for Success, can be 
seen on the organization’s website at www.dressforsuccess.
org/atlanta.

Each May, beginning three years ago, the Chamber rec-
ognizes professional women in business for its Women’s 
Focus Initiative luncheon. Previous speakers have included 
Lily Winsaft, president of Aldebaran Associates, International 
and Mary Welch, editor of Atlanta Woman magazine.

To register for the May First Monday luncheon, contact 
the DeKalb Chamber at 404-378-8000 or register online at 
www.dekalbchamber.org. The event will be held at the Dou-
bletree Hotel Atlanta, NE, 4156 LaVista Road in Tucker.

Pearson

Who are we?  The 
DeKalb Chamber 
is you; the face of 
business in DeKalb 
County.  Since 1938, 
the DeKalb Chamber 
of Commerce has led 
the effort to facilitate 
business growth 
and development in 
the County.  As the 
county’s strongest 
business member-
ship organization, the 
Chamber offers the 
most comprehensive 
resources for gov-
ernment assistance, 
workforce data and 
development, eco-
nomic development, 
and public policy 
advocacy.  Chamber 
members are owners 
or representatives 
of small businesses, 
large corporations, 

government agen-
cies, organizations 
and institutions.     

Membership in the 
Chamber provides 
access to other busi-
ness professionals 
and community lead-
ers through regular 
networking events, 
seminars, and special 
programs, as well as 
information through 
printed and online 
publications, weekly 
newsletters, and fre-
quent alerts on critical 
issues.  The Chamber 
represents industry-
specific and general 
business interests 
with the state legisla-
ture, and participates 
with the county in 
efforts to enhance 
the climate for global 
competitiveness. 

 Our professional 
staff thrives on the 
challenge to help all 
our members suc-
ceed. We enthusiasti-
cally deliver knowl-
edgeable, industry-
specific services and 
current data, as well 
as relocation assis-
tance to businesses 
of all sizes.  

 Why should a 
business join the 
DeKalb Chamber? 
Join the Chamber 
because we will be 
your hardest work-
ing business partner 
and will create col-
laborative partner-
ships and additional 
exposure opportuni-
ties for our members 
as evidenced by our 
relationship with the 
Champion Newspa-

per.  Join us because 
we will advocate for 
growing your busi-
ness and facilitate 
opportunities for that 
goal to be reached.  
Businesses are en-
couraged to support 
the DeKalb Cham-
ber’s efforts for a 
business community 
can only be as strong 
as its Chamber. 

- Leonardo McClarty
President

Welcome to our first 
issue spotlighting the 
activities of the DeKalb 
Chamber! We appreciate 
the support of The Cham-
pion newspaper in pro-
moting DeKalb County as 
a great place to live and 
conduct business. If you 
are currently not a mem-
ber of the DeKalb Cham-

ber, I urge you to read this section each 
month to hear how your business can benefit 
from Chamber membership.

Donna Rupert, owner of Viola, a small res-
taurant in Decatur, told us last week how she 
was able to turn to the DeKalb Chamber for 
our Drug-Free Work Place program. She also 
said that our staff has been true resources 
for her business, working with her to analyze 
problems and find solutions! We are proud 
to be her partner in the community.

In the coming months, we will be cover-
ing such important issues as public policy, 
healthcare and education as well as general 
business interests. So read along and dis-
cover how your DeKalb Chamber is working 
to create better business in DeKalb!

-Charles Yorke

Message from the President

Message from the 
Chairman of the Board

Yorke

MEET the STAFF

Takoya Frazier  – 
Administrative Assistant - ext. 221

May 4th – First Monday Lunch – Monica Pearson
May 6th – Network DeKalb Leads Group – Holiday Inn Select – Decatur
May 12th ς CƛǊǎǘ [ƛƴŜ IŜŀƭǘƘ Lƴƛǝ ŀǝ ǾŜ ς aƛŎǊƻǘŜƭ Lƴƴ ϧ {ǳƛǘŜǎ
May 19th ς DŜǩ  ƴƎ {ǘŀǊǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ /ƻƴǎǘŀƴǘ /ƻƴǘŀŎǘ
May 20th - Network DeKalb Leads Group – Holiday Inn Select – Decatur
May 21st ς .ǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ .ǳƛƭŘŜǊ {ŜǊƛŜǎ όaŀǊƪŜǝ ƴƎύ 5ŜYŀƭō /ƻƴǾŜƴǝ ƻƴ ϧ ±ƛǎƛǘƻǊǎ .ǳǊŜŀǳ
May 25th ς aŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ 5ŀȅ ς hŶ  ŎŜ /ƭƻǎŜŘ

Kim Davis Mitchell – 
VP of Programs & Operations – ext. 223

Janniece Leonard – 
Marketing & Communications Manager – ext. 224

Jackie Ginn – 
VP of Membership – ext. 225

Donna Brunton – 
Finance and Operations Manager – ext. 226
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