A chamber of
commerce is a coalition
of area businesses,
industries,
organizations and
professionals who pool
their talents and
resources to improve
the economic, civic and
cultural climate of their

community.

Businesses and
organizations are
eligible to belong to the
chamber of commerce.
Dues are structured so
even the smallest
business can be a
member.

The Chamber is an
advocate and service
organization for
businesses. It provides
a venue through which
business professionals
can take effective
action for the progress
and growth of their
communities.
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Why should you become a
member of your Chamber of
Commerce?

» As a Chamber member, you become a part of
an organization with a strong credible voice that
speaks out on behalf of business and industry.

* A chamber membership allows you to shape
your community by participating in projects and
special task groups that apply business-
oriented solutions to community concerns.

* As a Chamber member, you have access to
one of the most efficient, effective networking
systems available to promote your business
and expand your customer base.

* Your local Chamber of Commerce works
tirelessly to promote members, and can provide
you with resources and referrals to grow your
business.

* A Chamber membership can boost your
community image and increase your sales. A
recent national survey found that consumers
are 63% more likely to buy from Chamber
members.
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Chairman’s Circle - $10,000

Designed for companies of any size with an interest in
the success of all businesses in DeKalb County and
more personal and private interaction with top area
CEOs and Government Officials as well as a desire to
help shape the Chamber's agenda.

» Seat on the Executive Committee

« Listing on homepage with link to company webpage

» Logo on weekly email newsletter

 Your photo displayed in new Chamber office

» Recognition and preferred seating at Chamber
events

« All locations listed boldface in Chamber Directory

« All benefits of the previous levels and more!

Board of Advisors - $5,000

Designed for companies of any size who want to
partner with the Chamber to ensure the success of the
Chamber and its members.

» Seat on the Board of Directors

» Logo on weekly email newsletter

e Logo displayed in new Chamber office

» Recognition and preferred seating at Chamber
events

« All locations listed boldface in Chamber Directory

« All benefits of the previous levels

President’s Council (formerly Corporate Members)

- $2,500

Designed for companies of any size who wish to gain
access to corporate and government leaders and to
help shape the business community's legislative
agenda.

» Name on weekly email newsletter

» Name displayed in new Chamber office

» Recognition and preferred seating at Chamber
events

« All benefits of the previous levels

Executive Member - $1,500

Designed especially for companies in growth mode
who wish to gain limited access to gain access to
corporate and

government leaders.

L All benefits of the Investor level plus...

* Invitation to exclusive Circle of Influence events

» Attendance at one (1) Board of Directors meeting

« Invitation to roundtable discussions with public policy
leaders

» Logo placement on Chamber website

» Up to five (5) additional listings in online and print
business directories and referral service

» Membership Plaque

Investor Member - $750

This plan is designed to help companies with 1-150
employees go beyond networking by providing
educational

opportunities that strengthen their business and their
employees and help increase their sales.

 All benefits of the Partner level plus...

» Monthly Business Success Seminars specifically
geared for companies in growth mode (seminars
held in partnership with the UGA SBDC)

» Monthly Business Leaders' Roundtable

Partner Member - $350

Membership plan designed for businesses with 1 to 15
employees whose main interest is making business
contacts in the community.

* Listing in www.dekalbchamber.org Online Business
Directory

» Web Site Link to Your Company's Site

« Directory Listing in annual Membership/Newcomer
Directory

* One (1) Annual Copy of the Who's Who Membership
Directory

» Free Access to Demographic reports and Maps

 Direct Access to Tangible Business Benefits

- Chamber member to member discounts

- Education Seminars

- Member Advantage Programs

 Discount Marketing and Visibility Opportunities

* Invitations to and Discounted Attendance at
Networking Events

» Workforce Development Initiatives

» Community Involvement Opportunities

« Attractive Display Decal

» Access to Local Government Officials

» Grand Opening Ceremonies as your business grows

« Direct Access to Business Development Programs

* Ability to download "Chamber member" logo and
use it on your marketing materials

& 2 2
$ 1

What It Takes

A completed and signed application plus the new
member’s check is all it takes to enroll as a new
member. The DeKalb Chamber also accepts American
Express, MasterCard, and Visa.
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I‘.ﬂl Valuable Programs & Events

Chamber of Commerce

We assist businesses in DeKalb County by hosting informative workshops and
seminars, providing innovative programs, partnerships and business discounts.
We also host a number of valuable networking and orientation events:

FIRST MONDAY LUNCH — This monthly event allows Chamber members and other representatives from the
business community to hear from various business leaders and elected officials on current business trends and
issues affecting the county and business in general.

BUSINESS AFTER-HOURS - This event offers business exchange and networking in a relaxed environment
for Chamber members, business professionals, their business associates and clients.

NETWORK DEKALB LEADS GROUP - The leads group is a bi-weekly networking open to Chamber
members and non-members looking to formulate business relationships through the exchange of business
referrals.

HUMAN RESOURCE COUNCIL (HRC) — The HRC is a forum for HR managers and personnel management
professionals to discuss various topics and issues related to personnel and staff development policies and
procedures.

SMALL BUSINESS COUNCIL — This program is a series of seminars designed to address the various issues
and obstacles faced by the small business owner on a daily basis.

NEW MEMBER ORIENTATION — An event where new members are allowed the opportunity to introduce
themselves, learn more about the Chamber, its affiliated agencies, and meet other Chamber staff and
Ambassadors.

GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS - The DeKalb Chamber through its governmental affairs committee looks to engage
the business community in meaningful dialogue with local, state & federal staff and elected officials, to create
better understanding of how various policies affect the business community.

EDUCATION - Through its education committee, the DeKalb Chamber looks to engage the business
community in the affairs of the DeKalb County School System recognizing that today's students are tomorrow's
workers and business leaders.

VISIT OUR WEBSITE, www.dekalbchamber.org for the latest information regarding dates and times of our
regularly scheduled events.
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i) ACCE / SBN - All rights reserved

Good News for Chamber Members

National stu d}r: WASHINGTON — A national study by The Schapiro Group, an Atlanta-

Consumers 63% more based market research firm, reveals a number of important findings about
likely to buy from

chamber members.

how consumers and business owners percerve the local chamber of

commerce and the businesses that are their members. For example:

» When consumers know that a business 1s a member of the local chamber, they are 44% more likely
to think favorably about it.

» Consumers who are told that a busmess 1s a chamber member are 51% more likely to be lughly aware

of 1t and 57% more likely to think positively of its local reputation.

» Consumers are 63% more likely to buy goods and services in the future from a company that they

believe 15 a member of the local chamber of commerce.

The study also has good news for busmesses that sell to other businesses.
» When business decision-makers believe that a business 1s a chamber member, they are 37% more
likely to think favorably of the business, 51% more likely to be highly aware of it, 58%0 more likely
to think positively of its local reputation, and 59%% more likely to buy goods and services from it.

Supporting the previous findings, the study also reveals a positive perception for the local chamber itself:
* Regarding the chamber’s impact on the local economy, 82% of respondents believe that the local

chamber of commerce helps create jobs and promotes local economic development.

The results of the Schapiro study are clear: Posifive perception increases among consumers and business

owners when a business 1s identified as a member of the local chamber of commerce.

xmuwff,? Ask]im:.biz T.!!!EBEL“!&@E

Adwrinirtaffis poodd for saall businer: Small businass answen — oW [

Swurvey coordinated by || This document is the copyrighted property of American Chamber of Commerce Executives
(ACCE) and Smzll Business MNetwork, Inc. (SBN), all rights reserved. Distribution of this

M A R K ET ST document is permittad by permission and only as daliversd by one of the copyrizht owners
— witheut maodification. For mers information, including the full survey, or any other

information concerning this document, call 300-394-2223,
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The Chamber’s many programs and events afford members the opportunity for visibility,
community recognition, and identification with one of the most successful Chambers in
the US.

It's a win-win for both the Chamber and the member organization. The sponsoring
company is able to target marketing dollars in a cost-effective way while allowing for
participation in significant events. The Chamber, in turn, has the satisfaction of involved
members who are better able to market their goods and services.

Programs & Events

e 12 @ 12 Program
* Ambassador Program

« Annual Meeting & Gala \
. : : GEORGIA &a
Board of Director Meetings POWER
» Board of Director Planning Retreat # SOUTHERN COMPANY
» Business After Hours é _J T &
* Business Builder Seminar Series | \~ / Em
» Candidates Forum raph €S
» Chamber Workshops HONEYBAKE DE
. Coffee at the Chamber et LR L
* DeKalb Chamber Day at Capitol

» DeKalb County Business Exchange

« DeKalb County Legislative Reception Publications
» First Monday Lunch Speaker Series

* Flowers at the Chamber

» Golf Tournament & Silent Auction

» Governmental Affairs Council

* Holiday Party

* Network DeKalb Leads Group

* New Member Orientation Reception

* PAGE Awards

» Total Resource Development Campaign
» Vision for the Future Initiative

* Washington Fly-In

* Young Professionals Program

* Annual Report

» Brochure

» Chamber Envelope

» Chamber Marketing Folders
» E-mail Blasts

* Newsletter

* Relocation Package

* Web Site

99T V.I %
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